Nadia Kessler
Litigation Associate, Commercial and Employment Disputes
Minneapolis, MN · nadia.kessler@example.com · (612) 555-0138
SUMMARY
Litigation associate with six years of practice in commercial contract and employment disputes in state and federal court. Has taken 40 depositions, argued 25 dispositive and discovery motions, and second-chaired two jury trials to verdict. Known for tight briefs, early case assessments that clients can budget against, and clean handoffs to partners.
EXPERIENCE
Associate Attorney, Litigation, Whitcomb Arvelo LLP	Mar 2022 – Present
Minneapolis, MN
1. Manage a docket of 18 to 22 active commercial and employment matters, from pleadings through mediation, reporting to two partners.
1. Drafted the summary judgment brief that ended a breach-of-warranty claim seeking $4.2 million against a manufacturing client.
1. Second-chaired a five-day jury trial on a non-compete dispute; examined four witnesses and drafted the jury instructions adopted by the court.
1. Built the firm's early case assessment template, now used on every new litigation intake to give clients a cost and risk range in the first month.
Staff Attorney, Prairie Lantern Legal Aid	Jan 2020 – Feb 2022
St. Paul, MN
1. Represented more than 150 tenants in eviction and habitability cases, resolving most through negotiated agreements before hearing.
1. Tried 12 bench trials in housing court and won or favorably settled nine of them.
1. Trained 30 volunteer attorneys a year on housing court procedure and intake interviewing.
EDUCATION
J.D., cum laude	2019
Driftwood Bay School of Law, Duluth, MN
Managing Editor, Law Review; Moot Court Board
B.A. in Political Science	2016
Monocacy State University, Frederick, MD
SKILLS
Commercial litigation · Employment litigation · Motion practice · Depositions · Legal research and writing · Westlaw · E-discovery review platforms · Mediation preparation · Jury instructions · Client counseling
CERTIFICATIONS
Admitted to practice, State of Minnesota, Minnesota Supreme Court, 2019
Admitted, U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota, U.S. District Court, 2020
